




















George F. Kennan, “America & the 
Russian Future,” also in Foreign Affairs, 
1952

• What post-Soviet Russia cannot become: a liberal, free-market 
democracy. Why? The absence of the requisite social structure, 
historical tradition, and political culture.

• Conditions for healthy Russian-US relations: Russia must renounce:
• Totalitarianism;

• Communist Ideology;

• Empire.

How does this compare to Putin’s Russia today?













US Bilateral Trade with 4 Countries, 2016

• Russia: $20 Billion

• Netherlands: $55 Billion

• China: $577 Billion

• Canada: $543 Billion















• The geopolitical maneuverings are revealed in a June 
18, 2009 cable from Moscow titled, “Implications of 
Rearming Georgia for U.S.-Russian ‘Reset.” The cable 
summary explains, “A decision to move towards a 
more robust military relationship with Georgia will 
imperil our efforts to re-start relations with Russia, if 
it is not carefully calibrated and deployed. While 
Medvedev understands the strategic and personal 
benefits of crafting a productive partnership with the 
U.S., this impulse is trumped by the GOR’s ‘absolute’ 
priority placed on expanding Russian influence in the 
Eurasian neighborhood, preventing NATO 
enlargement, and demonstrating Russia’s great power 
status.”

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/dec/01/wikileaks-cables-russia-georgian-separatists
http://cablegate.wikileaks.org/cable/2008/08/08TBILISI1341.html






New York Times, March 2, 2015:

• WASHINGTON — Hillary Rodham Clinton exclusively used a personal 
email account to conduct government business as secretary of state, 
State Department officials said, and may have violated federal 
requirements that officials’ correspondence be retained as part of the 
agency’s record.

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/c/hillary_rodham_clinton/index.html?inline=nyt-per











